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March 26, 2026
6:00 pm Fellowship Hall
Hope Community Church

Call to order by President Todd Russell. 
Roll Call- please sign in on sheets at back.
33 people were present.
Todd Russell requested to amend the current agenda. The items he added to the agenda were a vote for a liquor license for a business called Pickle and Pour and a vote of approval requested by Caroline Bundy for an application of a variance on a new 6 ft. fence on her property.
A motion was made to accept the Amended Agenda by Barbara White. It was seconded by Florence Renfroe. All were in favor.﻿
A motion was made to accept the Minutes of the last meeting of February 26, 2026 by Susan Bailey. They were seconded by Terry Thrailkill. All were in favor.

City Council:
India Bailey, Chief of Staff for Councilor Hunter Williams, gave us an update on the Shades Creek Greenway Trail construction. Privacy fences are now being put up. The fences will go up before the trail surface is laid. Residents whose fences are being replaced will not be without a fence at any point. She stated that the resident’s dogs will not be able to escape through the new fencing that they are putting in. She could not give an exact estimate as to when the trail will be finished, but said “sooner rather than later”.
She was told that Crestline Park maintenance is not getting done. They wanted to know what can be done to get it started again. India replied that she would give the information to the Public Works Department and let them know it needs to be set up on a 2-week schedule.
India was informed about severe pothole issues on Strathmore & Concord. She said the city has it scheduled for resurfacing next year. But India said she would take photos of the street problems and share them with the city.

Police Report:
Officer Burney from the East Precinct was present. He did not have a new crime report for us. He asked for any questions. Someone asked if he could give us any information about an incident that was reported on Nextdoor by a woman who was walking with her baby stroller on Swallow Lane near Hope Community Church. She realized that she was being followed by a man who exited some woods with a plastic bag and knife. A passing motorist stopped and picked up the woman and her baby. They called the police and they arrived and arrested the individual. Officer Burney stated that he did not know anything about the incident.

New Business:
Ricky Brooks from St. Peter’s Anglican Church and Josh Donnell from Schoel Engineering addressed the neighborhood to determine whether residents would support St. Peter’s not constructing a sidewalk along Hagood Avenue that would end at a private property, effectively becoming “a sidewalk to nowhere.” Unless the remaining houses between St. Peter’s lot and the next street are redeveloped, the new sidewalk would never connect to anything. Removing the Hagood sidewalk would allow for additional green space and landscaping on the property. Removing the sidewalk would not result in any additional parking or an increase in building size. St. Peter’s plans to construct a sidewalk along Dunston, which would include a crosswalk to the shopping center. The city would install the necessary ramps and crosswalks.

Although the Hagood sidewalk would not connect to anything, the city currently requires it. St. Peter’s will apply to the Subdivision Committee of the city on April 22nd for a variance to avoid building the sidewalk to allow more green space and increased drainage. St. Peter’s does not need a vote from our Neighborhood Association to submit the variance application. However, their representatives attended our meeting to gauge whether CNA neighbors supported removing the Hagood sidewalk in order to create more green space. If the sidewalk is wanted, St. Peter’s will not pursue. 

Neighbors asked several questions regarding drainage. Mr. Donnell explained that Jefferson County had not approved the church’s original curb and gutter design and required changes to other elements of the drainage plan from the original robust design. Schoel Engineering must follow the requirements set by the City and Jefferson County. If the Hagood sidewalk is not built, Schoel would be able to design a slightly larger system where the sidewalk would be. 

Todd Russell stated that the neighborhood’s primary traffic concern is speeding along Hagood and suggested that a crosswalk on Hagood at the end of the church’s property could serve as a traffic-calming measure. Neighbors disagreed and discussed whether crosswalks effectively function as traffic-calming devices.

Steve Miller made a motion, seconded by Hallie Gibbs, to vote on the sidewalk issue. Todd stated that the Neighborhood Association could not vote on the matter that evening because it had not been reviewed by the process he put in place using the CNA Zoning Committee. The issue would need to be considered by the Zoning Committee before it could be brought to a vote by the full association. Several neighbors questioned why a vote could not proceed, noting that a motion had been made and seconded. Todd claimed that the CNA now has a formal procedure requiring CNA Zoning Committee review first. Therefore, the CNA could not vote until the April meeting. Other neighbors pointed out that the item was listed on the published agenda, many residents had attended specifically to vote, a motion and second had been made, and they wished to record a vote. They added that if the neighborhood had wanted to keep the sidewalk, St. Peter’s would not pursue the variance with the Subdivision Committee and move on with their design plans.
Hallie Gibbs then made another motion to vote on removing the Hagood sidewalk to allow for more green space and to record, among those present, who was in favor and who was opposed. The motion was seconded by Steve Miller. This would indicate whether St. Peter’s had the neighborhood’s support to proceed with the Subdivision Committee. Todd reiterated that any vote taken that evening would not be considered official until after the CNA Zoning Committee had reviewed the issue. Although everyone could vote, he said it would not be productive. 

Ricky Brooks responded that if an official CNA vote would occur after the April 22nd Subdivision Committee meeting, then a CNA vote would not be necessary. Todd advised Ricky that the matter must still go through the CNA Zoning Committee. Todd asked Ricky to delay the Subdivision Committee application until May so the CNA could conduct a vote in April.

Neighbors continued to question the inability to record an official vote and asked why there was not a quorum of the Zoning Committee present. Todd explained that the president of the Zoning Committee, Josh Goodwin, was absent, which provided another significant reason not to vote that evening. Todd stated that while a vote could be taken, it would not be recognized by the Neighborhood Association unless the Zoning Committee had met. Despite the disagreement, neighbors called for a vote to record support for removing the Hagood sidewalk. A vote was held, resulting in 28 in favor and 1 opposed of not building the sidewalk. Ricky Brooks thanked the CNA and left the drawings and materials with the neighborhood after the vote.

New Business (Cont’d):
Anum Charania and her manager came from the Pickle & Pour facility. They are applying for a liquor license with the city. They are located at 7001 Crestwood Blvd. They have 7 indoor pickle ball courts and they want to bring in more business by adding a bar, lounge & restaurant. There will be cameras on the premises and a security guard. They will have arcade games for the children. They need an approval vote from us for the license. Valerie Boyd made a motion to vote and it was seconded by Steve Miller. The vote result was unanimously in favor.

Caroline Bundy and Valerie Boyd presented a request for a CNA vote to support their application to the Zoning Board of Adjustment to rebuild a 6-foot fence on their property. Because their yard is a corner lot with two front yards, city regulations limit fences to 4 feet without a variance. They are asking CNA support to strengthen their application to replace the existing 6-foot fence with a new 6-foot fence.
A neighbor asked Caroline whether the CNA Zoning Committee had reviewed their variance request prior to the meeting. Caroline responded that she serves on the Zoning Committee and confirmed that the request had not yet been reviewed. She would therefore need to recuse herself from representing the committee on this matter. The neighbor expressed strong support for voting in favor of the variance at tonight’s meeting. The question was raised specifically to determine whether the fence variance (also added to the amended agenda) had followed the same procedure that caused Todd to try to block an official vote on St. Peter’s request.
Hallie Gibbs made a motion to approve the request to rebuild the old 6-foot fence with a new 6-foot fence. The motion was seconded by Tad Bailey. The fence variance was approved by a vote of 29 in favor and no one opposed.

Community Resource Representative:
Whitney Mullen did not come to our meeting.
Todd said that we are not going to have anymore updates on this until he can get this issue changed. Whitney has told Todd that she is not going to come to our meetings anymore.

Report:
Todd found out from Whitney that their computers were currently down. She recommended that Todd contact Parks and Recreation to get a quote about new park benches. He is hoping that they might even pay for them.
Someone asked about the status of the new Crestline Park signs. Todd explained that the Community Foundation will pay for the signs.

Old Business:
Regarding traffic calming requests, we have gotten one of the two speed limit signs on Monarch Ave. (between Hagood and Montevallo Road) changed from 30 to 25 mph. Todd is hoping the second of the two signs will be installed pretty soon. He is also unable to get a response from Forrest Johnson about scheduling him to come to a future CNA meeting. 



Park & Community Events:
Update from the Tree Committee group: Mike Chambers spoke in regard to the new trees that got planted in the park a couple weeks ago. The trees are needing to be watered regularly. They are still in need of volunteers to help with that. They have a few volunteers now, but they need more. He encouraged people at our meeting to sign up now for that. The watering is planned until fall. There is a sign-up sheet on Facebook.

Todd mentioned that there will be a Neighborhood Cleanup at the McElwain Cemetery this Saturday, March 28th from 10:00-12:00. He asked for volunteers. The foundation has a goal of raising $15,000 to 
buy an equipment shed on site to store a nice lawn mower. 

Todd also gave an update on the Crestline Park “Groove” Music Festival on May 9th, 2026. They have a group called Southeastern Attractions to provide a good show. Also, in the plans are 4 musical acts. It is a free event. Saw’s will be there selling sandwiches. There will be a bounce house for the kids. It will be from 12-6:00pm. Generators will be rented to supply power. They are planning on having police officers for security. Ricky Brooks has offered to let people park on the church property unless construction has begun. Advertising banners have been planned. It is a “Bring Your Own Chair” event. We have T-Shirts that have been designed and sold to be a fundraiser. Donations to the foundation are encouraged.

With there being no further business, Todd adjourned the meeting at 7:18 pm. Our next meeting will be 4/23/26.

Edited by Barbara White
Submitted by Marion Barnett, Crestline NA Secretary

The Neighborhood Association is an administrator on the Facebook Page www.Facebook.com/WhatsHappeningInCrestlinePark

Our new Crestline Neighborhood website can be found at www.crestlinena.org

